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OAXTEPEC, Morelos, 
Mexico — Following nearly 
two years of planning and re-
construction, Six Flags Hurri-
cane Harbor Oaxtepec opened 
to the public this summer. The 
water park dates back to the 
1940s when the Mexican gov-
ernment built a competition 
pool with a diving well to host 
swim meets and train swim-
ming teams. In the 1970s, the 
67-acre property was converted 
into Parque Acuático Oaxtepec, 
a water park that was a tourist 
destination for the populace of 
nearby Mexico City for more 
than 35 years. The company 
that leased the property from 
the Mexican Social Security 
Institute (IMSS), Promotora de 
Centros de Esparcimiento, ran 
into economic and legal prob-
lems, closed the facility at the 
end of the 2011 season and re-
turned the property to IMSS.

IMSS sought other opera-
tors and eventually struck a deal 
— four years later — with Six 
Flags Entertainment, owners of 
Six Flags México in Mexico City. 
Six Flags contracted Aquatic De-
velopment Group and ProSlide 
to renovate the shuttered park. 

Philip Hayles, vice presi-
dent of development for 
ProSlide told Amusement Today, 

“The park had been closed for 
four years, so it definitely need-
ed some fit and finish. Ironically, 
we actually did a number of the 
original slides.” 

The original attractions that 
remained at the park were re-
stored with gelcoat and paint. 
Several new attractions were 
introduced and ADG developed 
a plan to connect the preexist-
ing portion of the park with the 
new development. Upgrades to 
the existing section included an 
updated filtration system, hold-
ing tanks for chemical treatment 
and a reconfiguration of the 
electrical system.

Six Flags invested heavily 
in the park to bring the property 
up to modern-day standards. 
In addition to equipment refur-
bishment and upgrades, new 
attractions were added along 
with new culinary and retail es-
tablishments. ProSlide provided 
two major attractions: Twister, 
a Tornado 60; and Big Surf, a 
Behemoth Bowl 40 + Torna-
doWave. ADG added a 30,675 
square-foot wave pool with a 
Wavetek system capable of pro-
ducing waves up to 2.5 feet in a 
variety of different patterns. Ac-
cording to ADG, it is the largest 
wave pool in Latin America.

Nine eateries at the park of-
fer a variety of choices including 
local Mexican food — roasted 
chicken, salads, nachos and ta-
cos; American favorites — burg-
ers, hot dogs, wings, French 
fries; and Italian food — mainly 
pizza. Most restaurants are in-
cluded with the annual dining 
pass plan. 

Adults can enjoy a beer 
and order food at the Beachside 
Grill. Shops include the Big Surf 
Shop featuring Hurricane Har-
bor-themed souvenirs, and Is-
land Traders which offers swim 
suits, beach towels, sun screen, 
flip flops and other water park 
essentials. 

Six Flags Hurricane Harbor 
Oaxtepec is Six Flags Entertain-
ment’s first water park outside 
the United States. 

“We are immensely proud 

to open this incredible park to 
guests in the Oaxtepec area and 
beyond,” said Six Flags Interna-
tional Development Company 
President John Odum. “This in-
vestment underscores our com-

mitment to providing thrills for 
all ages and expanding the Six 
Flags experience to guests all 
over the world.”
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A lazy river (left) carries floating guests through lush vegetation. ProSlide provided a Tornado 60 and Behemoth Bowl 40 + 
TornadoWave combination slide. COURTESY ADG

Play structures (above) 
provide plenty of interac-
tive activity for the park's 

younger guests. Right, pri-
vate cabanas appear to be 

floating in a pool. 
COURTESY ADG
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